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PROCEEDINGS 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



JANUARY 24, 1791 * 

THE twenty-fourth day, being the last Monday of 
January, 1791, Mr. Belknap, Mr. Eliot, Mr. Free- 
man, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Thacher, Mr. Tudor, Mr. Wallcut, 
and Mr. Winthrop met at the house of William Tudor, 
Esq,t and agreed upon the following as the principles 

* The heading is prefixed to the text by the editors, the original record be- 
ginning with, — " The twenty-fourth day," &c. — Eds. 

t Mr. Tudor's house was in Court Street. The gentlemen, whose names are 
here recorded, including also Mr. Baylies and Mr. Minot, had previously agreed 
to form a society ; and, though the two last-named were not actually present at 
this meeting, they were regarded as present and associating. The following, in 
Dr. Freeman's hand, is written on one of the fly-leaves at the beginning of the 
second volume of the records of the Society : — 

" 1790. The Society was planned by the following persons : Rev. Jeremy 
Belknap, D.D., Rev. John Eliot, D.D., Rev. Peter Thacher, D.D., and William 
Tudor, Esq., of Boston, and James Winthrop, Esq., of Cambridge. These 
gentlemen associated with them five other persons : viz., William Baylies, Esq., 
of Dighton, and Rev. James Freeman, Hon. George Richards Minot, Esq., Hon. 
James Sullivan, Esq., and Mr. Thomas Wallcut, of Boston. 

" 1791, Jan. 24. A majority of the above-named persons met together and 
organized the Society." 

These names are alphabetically arranged, agreeably to a rule adopted at 
the first meeting. For a further history of the formation of the Society, see 
the " Introduction " to this volume. — Eds. 

1 



2 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY, [Jan. 

of the Society, and voted also the following articles 
for its government : * — 

Constitution of the Historical Society. 

The preservation of books, pamphlets, manuscripts, 
and records, containing historical facts, biographical 
anecdotes, temporary projects, and beneficial specula- 
tions, conduces to mark the genius, delineate the 
manners, and trace the progress of society in the 
United States, and must always have a useful ten- 
dency to rescue the true history of this country from 
the ravages of time and the effects of ignorance and 
neglect. 

A collection of observations and descriptions in 
natural history and topography, together with speci- 
mens of natural and artificial curiosities, and a selec- 
tion of every thing which can improve and promote 
the historical knowledge of our country, either in a 
physical or political view, has long been considered 
as a desideratum ; and, as such a plan can be best 
executed by a society whose sole and special care 
shall be confined to the above objects, we, the sub- 
scribers, do agree to form such an institution, and 
to associate for the above purposes, subject to the 
following regulations : — 

Article I. — This Society shall be called the Historical 
Society, and consist of a number not exceeding thirty, who 



* The original draft of the principal part of this paper is in the handwriting 
of Mr. Minot, and the remainder in that of Mr. Sullivan, and is indorsed, 
"Constitution of the Historical Society." It is reprinted in the first volume of 
the Society's Collections. — Eds. 
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shall, at the time of their election, be citizens of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts. 

Art. II. — Each member, at the time of his admission, 
shall pay five dollars, and two dollars annually, to create a 
fund for the benefit of the Institution. And any member 
shall be exempted from the annual payment of two dollars, 
provided he shall, at any time after six months from his 
admission, pay to the Treasurer thirty-four dollars, in addi- 
tion to what he had before paid. 

Art. III. — All elections shall be made by ballot. No 
member shall nominate more than one candidate at the 
same meeting ; and all nominations shall be made at a meet- 
ing previous to that at which the ballot is to be taken. 

Art. IV. — There shall be four stated meetings of the 
Society in each year ; namely, on the last Tuesdays of 
January, April, July, and October: and occasional meet- 
ings shall be convened on due notification from the Presi- 
dent, or, in case of his absence, by one of the Secretaries, 
upon application of any two of the members. 

Art. V. — There shall be annually chosen, at the meet- 
ing in April, a President, a Recording and [a] Corresponding 
Secretary, a Treasurer, a Librarian, and a standing com- 
mittee of three. 

Art. VI. — All communications which are thought 
worthy of preservation shall be entered at large, or minuted 
down in the books of the Society, and the originals be 
kept on file. 

Art. VII. — At the request of any two members present, 
any motion shall be deferred to another meeting for further 
consideration before it is finally determined upon. 

Art. VIII. — All accounts shall be kept in dollars and cents. 

Art. IX. — Five members present shall be a quorum 
for all purposes, excepting those of making alterations in, 
or additions to, the aforegoing articles, and the election of 
members. 
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Art. X. — No member shall be chosen unless there are 
eight members present at the election. 

Art. XI. — The first article shall not restrict the Society 
from electing corresponding members in any other State or 
country. 

Art. XII. — Members who are chosen in other States and 
countries shall not exceed the number of thirty, and shall 
not be required to make contribution with the members who 
are citizens of the Commonwealth. 

FIRST MEETING* 

Present, Rev. J. Belknap, Rev. J. Eliot, Rev. J. 
Freeman, Hon. J. Sullivan, Rev. P. Thacher, William 
Tudor, Esq., Thomas Wallcut, and J. Wmthrop, Esq. 

The members present agreed to consider this as the 
first meeting, and proceeded to organize the Society ; 
and, the ballots being taken for officers of the ensuing 
year, 

THOMAS WALLCUT . . was elected Recording Secretary. 

Hon. JAMES SULLIVAN, Esq. „ President. 

WILLIAM TUDOR, Esq. „ Treasurer. 

Rev. JEREMY BELKNAP „ Corresponding Secretary. 

Rev. JOHN ELIOT „ Librarian and Cabinet-Keeper. 

Rev. PETER THACHER ^ 

JAMES WINTHROP, Esq. V- „ Standing Committee. 

GEORGE R. MINOT, EsQ.f ) 

Voted, That the said Committee be requested to inquire what col- 
lections can be made for the Society, and a suitable place to deposit 
the same. 

* This heading, and the names that follow, are introduced into the text from 
the margin of the original record. This is simply a continuation of the first 
meeting, under the same date, at which the Constitution was adopted. — Eds. 

t In the Recording Secretary's original memorandum of this meeting, 
previous to its being copied into the record book, he has written : " Mr. Minot 
being sick, did not attend at this first meeting." — Eds. 
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1791.] SECOND MEETING* 5 

Voted, That, in the records of the Society, the names of the 
members be alphabetically arranged. 

Voted, That the accounts of the Society be kept in the Federal 
currency of the United States. 

The Hon. James Sullivan, Esq., having presented 
the Society with a folio blank volume for their 
records, — 

Voted, That it be accepted, and the thanks of the Society be 
presented him for the same. 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary be desired to attend the sale 
of books from time to time, and buy such as come within the views of 
the Institution, until the next meeting, and draw upon the Treasurer 
for the expense. 



SECOND MEETING. 

At a special meeting of the Historical Society, con- 
vened, by written notifications, at the house of the 
President, the Hon. James Sullivan, Esq., on Saturday, 
the 9th day of April, 1791 — present, Mr. Eliot, Mr. 
Freeman, Mr. Minot, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Thacher, Mr. 
Tudor, Mr. Wallcut, and Mr. Winthrop. 

Voted, That Mr. Freeman be a committee to apply to Mr. Samuel 
Cooper Johonnot to procure of him a valuable collection of pamphlets, 
&c. (late belonging to the late Dr. Cooper), for the Society. 

The Committee who were appointed to procure a 
suitable room to deposit the library for the Historical 
Society made report that they had not been able to 
procure one. 

Voted, That the Committee be desired to persevere in their en- 
deavors for this purpose, and that Mr. Tudor be added to the said 
Committee. 



6 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [April, 

Voted, That^ Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Thacher, and Mr. Tudor be a 
committee to wait upon his Excellency the Governor and his Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, and acquaint them with the institution, the 
views and the designs of the Historical Society, and to request their 
assistance. 

The Hon. David Sewall, Esq., of York, was nomi- 
nated a member by the Hon. James Sullivan, Esq. 

Isaac Lothrop, Esq., of Plymouth, was nominated a 
member by Mr. Thacher. 

Voted, That Mr. Freeman and Mr. Winthrop be a committee to 
wait on Messrs. Thomas and John Fleet, and procure the files of the 
" Boston Evening Post," printed by their father and themselves. 

The Hon. James Sullivan, Esq., presented the 
Society with 

Two pieces of Massachusetts coinage bearing the figure of a pine-tree, dated 
1652. 

The Committee who were appointed to inquire what 
collections could be made towards forming an historical 
library delivered in lists from each member, as on 
file.* 

Mb. Eliot's List. 
Folio: — 

Purchas's Pilgrim, 1 vol. ; Boston Chronicle, 2 vols. ; Centinel, Vols. VII., 
VIIL, IX., X., XL, XII., XIII., and XIV. (all bound) ; and a complete 
set of Boston News-Letter, 1716-17 (bound). Two Conferences of 
Governor Shirley, Hubbard's MS. History, Letters between Governor 
Dudley and the Mathers, The Whisperer, The Censor, and many volumes 
of newspapers — unbound. 
Quarto : — 

Bollan's Tracts, 2 vols. ; Conferences with the Indians ; Roger Williams's 
Bloody Tenet ; Governor Burnet on the Prophecies ; a volume contain- 
ing Mr. Laurens's Conduct to E. J., Esq., Rise of the late War, &c. 

* The lists of books handed in at this meeting, yet on file, are now intro- 
duced into the text of the records. Dr. Belknap's list will be found farther on. 
No list is preserved, and perhaps none was handed in, of books contributed by 
Mr. Baylies. — Eds. 
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Octavo : — 

Political Pamphlets, 3 vols. ; Do., smaller, 2 vols. ; Religious Pamphlets, 
7 vols.; American Whig, 2 vols.; Charlevoix's Paraguay, 2 vols.; 
Travels, 1 vol. ; History of Carolina and Georgia, 2 vols. 
Duodecimo : — 

Almanacks, 2 vols., very old, but well bound ; about sixteen small volumes 
(vide catalogue) ; and many loose pamphlets. 



Dr. Freeman's List 

1. Hutchinson's History of Massachusetts. 2 vols. 

2. Hutchinson's Collection of Papers. 

3. Smith's History of New York. 

4. A volume of Political Tracts. 

6. Prince's Annals. Vol. I., and two numbers of Vol. II. 

6. Boston Orations. 

7. Boston Magazine. Vol. I., bound. 

8. „ „ Vol. III., unbound. 

9. Royal American Magazine. Vol. I., unbound. 

10. The Pennsylvania Farmer's Letters. 

11. The Rights of the British Colonies Vindicated. By James Otis. 

12. A Journal of the Proceedings of Jacob Wendell, &c, Commissioners to 

treat with the Eastern Indians. 

13. Essay on the Agitations of the Sea and Earthquakes of 1755. 

14. Observations relating to the Present Circumstances of Massachusetts 

Bay. 1750. 

15. De Successu Evangelii apud Indos in Nova-Anglia, a Crescentio 

Mathero. 1688. 

16. Narrative of the Northampton Conversions. By President Edwards. 

17. Narrative of the Sufferings and Surprising Deliverances of WilMam and 

Elizabeth Fleming. 1756. 

18. State of Religion among the Protestant Dissenters in Virginia. 1751. 

19. Causes qui se sont opposees aux progres du commerce entre la France et 

les feats-Unis de l'Amerique. Par Colonel Swan. 

20. Mr. Foxcroft's Thanksgiving Sermon on the Conquest of Canada. 

1760. 

21. Mr. Duffield's Thanksgiving Sermon on the Peace. 1783. 

22. Mr. Lathrop's Discourse on the Peace. 1784. 

23. Mr. Hazlitt's Thanksgiving Discourse. 1785. 

24. Dr. Chauncy's Sermon on the Death of Mr. Foxcroft. 1769. 

25. Mr. Clarke's Sermon at the Interment of Dr. Cooper. 1784. 

26. Mr. Shute's Sermon at the Interment of Dr. Gay. 1787. 

27. President Willard's Sermon at the Funeral of Mr. Hilliard. 1790. 

28. Mr. Foxcroft's Century Sermon. 

29. The Ass or the Serpent. Reprinted at Boston, with notes. 1768. 

30. Report of the Committee of the Council on the subject of Promoting 

the Means of Education in the Province of Quebec. 1790. 

31. Herald of Freedom. 5 vols., nearly complete. 
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Manuscript Papers : * — 

1. List of Inhabitants in the Province of Massachusetts Bay, in 1764 and 

1765. 

2. State of the Whale Fishery of Nantucket, and of Sperma Candles 

manufactured in Massachusetts. 

3. An Account of the First Settlement of Boston. By Dr. Samuel 

Mather. , 

4. Number of Dwelling-houses, &c, in Boston, taken by actual enumer- 

ation. 1789. 

5. Extracts from Fleet's Evening Post. From 1745 to 1765. 

6. Geographical Description of the Town of Worcester. 

7. Number of Dwelling-houses in the Principal Towns of the United States, 

taken from actual enumeration. 1786. 

8. Number of Inhabitants in the State of New York, in 1756, 1771, 1786, 

and 1790. 

9. Fragment of a Journal kept at Rhode Island during the Expedition. 

10. List of the Boys who entered and left the South Latin School, in 

Boston. From 1734 to 1774. 

11. Succession of the Governors of Nova Scotia. From 1720 to 1782. 

12. A True Account of General Montgomery's Death and Burial. 

13. Number of Inhabitants, &c, in the Province of Quebec. 1784. 

14. A Brief State of the Province of Quebec. 

15. Value of the British Property in Canada. 1787. 

16. French Governors of Canada. From 1725. 

17. British Governors of Canada. From 1759. 

18. Account of the Value of Exports from Quebec. 1786. 

19. Account of the Value of Imports from Quebec. 1786. 

20. Comparative View of Imports to, and Exports from, Canada in four 

years, beginning 1783. 

21. Exports from Quebec. 1787 and 1788. 
Maps : — 

1. Plan of several Towns in the County of Worcester. 

2. Plan of the Town of Worcester. 

3. Plan of Stoughton. 

4. Plan of Sharon. 

5. Plan of Mashpee. 

6. Plan of the County of Hancock. 

Mr. Minot's LiST.f 

An Address from the General Court to the People of Massachusetts. 

1786. 
A Defence of the New England Charters. Reprinted by B. Green, in 

1745. 

* The greater part of these MSS. were printed in the first series of the Col- 
lections. — Eds. 

t The paper on which Mr. Minot's list is written seems torn and a part 
wanting, and possibly it may not contain all the books which he gave. — Eds. 
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Speech intended to have been spoken on the Bill for altering the Charters 
of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay. Keprinted by Edes & Gill, in 
1774. 

Statement of the Kennebeck Claims, the 28th of October, 1783. 

Observations on the Importance of the American Kevolution, and the means 
of making it a Benefit to the World. Reprinted 1784. 

The Deplorable State of New England. 

Resolves of the United States in Congress assembled, April 27, 1784, respect- 
ing the Interest on the National Debt. 

A Faithful Monitor offering an Abstract of the Laws in the Province of 
Massachusetts Bay, New England, in 1704. 

Address and Recommendations to the States by the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, in 1783. 

Common Sense. 

The Proceedings of a General Court-martial held at Cambridge, Jan. 20, 
1778. 

Election Sermons and Orations, for various years. 



Mr. Sullivan's List. 

The American Atlas, containing a complete and elegant Map of the United 
States of America. By Mr. Jeffrey. 

Magnalia Christi Americana. By Cotton Mather, A.M. 

The Constitution and Laws of the Colony of New Plymouth. 

The Old Constitution and Laws of Rhode Island. 

Charter and Laws of the Colony of Connecticut. 

A volume, containing Newspapers at the beginning of the Revolution. 

Three volumes, containing Sermons on public occasions, Interesting De- 
bates, Public Controversies, and Political Letters. 

A volume, containing the Acts, Resolves, and Journals of the Senate and 
House of the First Congress, with which is bound up the Constitu- 
tion of the United States of America. 
Pamphlets : — 

Dr. Cooper's Sermon at the Commencement of the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

By-laws of the Town of Boston. 

Statement of the Kennebeck Claims. 

Almanack of 1743, containing the dates of important events. 

Dana's Examination of Edwards on Free Will. 

Votes and Proceedings of the Town of Boston in the year 1772. 

Letter to the Freeholders of Boston in 1739. 

Remarks upon the Conduct of the French Nation in peopling new countries. 
Written in the year 1735. 

A new Map of the United States. 

Twelve volumes, Journals of the House of Representatives of Massachu- 
setts before the Revolution. 
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Mb. Thacher's List. 

Folio : — 

Fleet's Boston Evening Post, for 1769 and 1770. 2 vols. 
Quarto : — 

A Journal of the Proceedings in the Detection of the Conspiracy formed in 
New York by some white people and slaves, in the years 1741 and 
1742. By the Recorder of the City. 
A volume, containing : — 

1. Mr. Eliot's Harmony of the History of Christ's Passions. Printed 1678 

2. Mr. Allen's Healthful Diet 1679 

3. Mr. Allen's Election Sermon 1679 

4. Mr. Samuel Mather against the Ceremony 1660 

5. Mr. Oakes's Artillery Sermon. Preached 1672. Printed . . . 1674 

6. Mr. Mitchell's Election Sermon 1667 

7. Mr. Adams's East Sermon of the pouring out of the Spirit . . 1679 

8. Mr. Shephard's Election Sermon 1672 

9. Mr. Willard's Fiery Trial 1682 

10. Mr. Oakes's Artillery Sermon 1677 

11. Mr. Torrey'* Election Sermon 1674 

12. Mr. Increase Mather on Psalm xxxi. 15 1675 

13. Propositions about Baptism and Antisynodalia 1662 

14. Mr. Thomas Thacher about the Nature of a Fast 1678 

Duodecimo : — 

Responsioad totamqusestionum syllogen, a clarissimo viro Domino Gulielmo 
Apollonio, Ecclesiae Middleburgensis Pastore, propositam. Per 
Johannem Nortonum, Ministrum Ecclesiae quae est Ipsuici, in Nova 
Anglia. 1648. 

Roger Williams's Account of the Language and Manners of the Natives of 
America. 1643. 

Douglas's Summary. Vol. II. (unbound). 
Pamphlets : — 

East Apthorp's Sermon at the Confederation of the Church in Cam- 
bridge. 

Dr. Mayhew's Observations on the Charter and Conduct of the Society for 
Propagating the Gospel, &c. 

Dr. Mayhew's Defence of the Observations. 

Apthorp's Answer to Mayhew's Defence. 

Consolatory Thoughts on American Independence. 

Account of Mr. Sargent's Mission to the Housatonic Indians. 

Bernard's and others' Letters to the Ministry. 1769. 

Prince's and others' Thanksgiving Sermons on the Suppression of the Re- 
bellion. 

Baldwin's Anniversary Sermon at Plymouth. 1775. 

Strictures on a Pamphlet entitled " A Friendly Address to the People of 
America." (By General Lee.) 1775. 

Adams's Historical Discourse. 1769. 

The Revolution in New England, 1688, Justified. 

Williams's Method of Practice in the Small-pox. 
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Cotton's Sermon after the Earthquake. 1728. 

Earl of Abingdon's Thoughts on Mr. Burke's Letter. 1778. 

Keith's Historical Sermon as to Bridgewater. 1717. 

Mr. Tudor's List. 

1. Atlas Ameriquain, containing twenty-six Maps in one large volume of 

the American Continent, as taken by Holland, Evans, and others. 

2. A Map of the British Colonies on the American Continent, taken in 

1777. 

3. Blodget's Accurate Map of the State of Vermont. 

4. Pelham's Plan of all the Works in and out of the Town during the 

Siege of Boston. 

5. Ogilby's Description of America. Folio edition. 1671. 

6. Prince's Chronology. 

7. American Museum, for 1788, 1789, and 1790. 

8. Columbian Magazine, for 1788 and 1789. 

9. Minot's History of the Rebellion in Massachusetts. 

10. Mirabeau's Cincinnatus. 

11. Forty-five Pamphlets. 

12. Dr. Colman's Life. 

13. Dr. Cotton Mather's Life. 

14. Prince's Chronology. 

Also, Hazard's Collection, in 2 vols. 4to, when published. 

Mr. Wallcut's List * 

1. Bishop Las Casas's History of Spanish Cruelties in the West Indies. 

2. John Cotton's Bloody Tenet Washed, &c. In answer to Roger Williams. 

3. Thomas Hooker's Survey of the Sum of Church Discipline. 
Pamphlets : — 

1. Narrative of the Witchcraft at Salem. By Deodat Lawson . . 1692 

2. Remarks on Robert Calef's Book against the Magistracy and 

Ministers 1701 



* Mr. Wallcut has written as follows at the head of his list : — 

" Boston, April, 1791. 
" Gentlemen, — Be pleased for the present to accept this small expression 
of my respect and gratitude, and as a token of my duty and devotion to the 
interests of the Historical Society. 

" I should have immediately furnished a much larger number, particularly 
of anniversary sermons and a variety of other pamphlets, but am waiting to 
make some complete sets before I present them." 

He concludes as follows : " I remain, with ardent wishes for the success and 
prosperity of the Society, your most devoted and obliged servant, 

"Thomas Wallcut." 
Eds. 
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3. The Present State of North America. In three chapters . . . 1755 

4. A Memorial, or Summary of Facts, in answer to Observations of 

the English Ministry sent to the Courts of Europe. Trans- 
lated from the French. New York : Gaine 1757 

5. Reasons against the Renewal of the Sugar Act, as prejudicial to 

the Trade of the Colonies and Great Britain 1764 

6. A Defence of the Letter from a Gentleman at Halifax to a Friend 

in Rhode Island 1765 

7. Abstract of the most useful parts of a Treatise on Hemp. Trans- 

lated from the French 1766 

8. The Necessity of Repealing the American Stamp Act Demon- 

strated, &c, in a Letter to a Member of Parliament .... 1766 

9. A Letter to the Earl of Hillsborough on American Affairs, with 

Appendix 1769 

10. Considerations on the Measures carrying on with the British 

Colonies 1774 

11. An Address of the Legislature of Massachusetts to their Con- 

stituents 1781 

12. Address and Recommendations to the States by Congress . . . 1783 

13. A Collection of Papers relative to Half-pay, and General Wash- 

ington's Circular Letter 1783 

14. Dr. Price's Observations on the Importance of the American 

Revolution 1784 

15. Address and Reasons of Dissent of the Minority of the Conven- 

tion of Pennsylvania to their Constituents on the Federal 
Constitution 1787 

16. Memoirs of the Principal Transactions of the last War between 

the English and French in North America, from its Commence- 
ment in 1744 to the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle, with an 
account of the importance of Nova Scotia and Cape Breton . 1758 

17. Result of the Convention of Delegates, held at Ipswich, on the 

first proposed Constitution for Massachusetts, which was re- 
jected 1778 

1. A Vindication of the Ministers of Boston from the Abuses, &e. 1722 

2. Remarks on some Contents of a Letter on the Divisions of the 

First Church in Salem 1734 

3. A Letter from Mr. Ashley to Mr. William Cooper, in answer, &c. 1743 

4. Result of an Ecclesiastical Council held at Braintree .... 1752 

5. Letter to the Rev. Noah Hobart on Church Government, &c. . . 1760 

6. Mr. Croswell's Letter to Mr. Cuming, and Remarks on Mr. 

Bellamy 1762 

7. Reply to Dr. Mayhew's Letter of Reproof to Mr. Cleaveland, &c. 1764 

8. Answer to Commissary Garden's three first Letters to Mr. 

Whitefield. 
Maps : — 

Lewis Evans's Map of the Middle Colonies 1755 

A New Chart of the British Empire in North America. 
Plan of the County of York (incomplete). 
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Newspapers : — 

Edes's Boston Gazette; Gill's Continental Journal; Powars & Willis's 
Independent Chronicle, and continued by Adams and Nourse; 
Draper & FolsonVs Independent Ledger ; White & Adams's Saturday- 
Evening and Thursday Morning Post ; Hall's Massachusetts Gazette ; 
Russell's Centinel; Freeman & Andrews's and Edmund Freeman's 
Herald of Freedom ; and Powars's American Herald. 

Of these I have got incomplete sets for a number of years, — 
some as far back as 1774 and 1775, besides scattering papers of 
different towns in the United States. With a continuance of the 
kindness and generosity the printers have shown, I am in hopes of 
being able in the course of the year to complete some sets. 



Mr. Winthrop's List. 

Mr. Winthrop will give to the Historical Society, at present : — 
Governor Hutchinson's Collection of Papers. 
A General Survey of the Population of the late Province of Massachusetts, 

by towns. 
The late Survey of the Population of the County of Middlesex, by families. 
The late Survey of the Population in Essex, by towns. 
A volume of Dr. Cooper's Sermons. 

When he has searched his pamphlets, such of them as will be of use 
shall be given. 



THIRD MEETING. 

At a special meeting of the Historical Society, held 
(the first time) at the Library room in the Bank,* on 
Thursday, the 30th day of June, 1791 — present, Mr. 
Belknap, Mr. Eliot, Mr. Freeman, Mr. Thacher, Mr. 
Tudor, and Mr. Winthrop. 

Voted, That the Treasurer be desired to purchase twelve chairs 
(Windsor, green, elbow) ; a plain pine table, painted, with drawer and 
lock' and key ; an inkstand, &c. 

* The Society's first library room was in a building called the " Manufactory 
House," situated where Hamilton Place now is, then owned and occupied by the 
Massachusetts Bank. — Eds. 



14 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Oct. 

Voted, That a committee be appointed to wait upon Mr. Bowdoin, 
and request him to supply such pamphlets, of a political or historical 
nature, as he may spare from his collection, for the benefit of this 
Society, and that Mr. Belknap, Mr. Freeman, and Mr. Wallcut be 
the committee. 

Voted, That Mr. Belknap and Mr. Eliot be a committee to draught 
rules and regulations for the Library and Museum. 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary be directed to procure four 
hundred blanks of the following form : — * 



This Book is the Property 

OF THE 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

Established in Boston, 1790. 



and place them in the books presented to the Library. 



FOURTH MEETING. 

At a special meeting of the Historical Society, held 
at the Library room in the Bank, on Tuesday, the 11th 
day of October, 1791, at 3 o'clock p.m. — present, Hon. 
William Baylies, Rev. J. Belknap, Rev. J. Eliot, Rev. J. 
Freeman, G. R. Minot, Esq., Hon. J. Sullivan, Esq., 
William Tudor, Esq., Thomas Wallcut, and J. Winthrop, 
Esq. 

Mr. Belknap and Mr. Eliot, who were appointed 
a committee, at the last meeting, to draw up rules 
and regulations for the Library and Museum, made 
a report containing twelve articles, which being read, 
it was voted to be taken into consideration article by 
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article ; and the whole, being amended and accepted, 
is as follows, viz. : — 

Rules for the Library and Museum.* 

1. That all books which are presented to the Library be 
accepted, with thanks, and also every curiosity for the 
Museum. 

2. That American coins and curiosities be kept by them- 
selves in the best part of the cabinet. 

3. That, at every quarterly meeting, a catalogue of the 
books, pamphlets, manuscripts, maps, and curiosities, shall 
be produced by the Librarian, and every member shall, in 
person, if present, and in writing, if absent, give an account 
of the books or manuscripts, or whatever article belonging 
to the Society, he may have in his possession. 

4. That once in every year, previously to the spring 
meeting, the Standing Committee shall inspect the Library 
and Museum, and report the state of every article at that 
meeting, and what books are particularly wanted. 

5. That, till the farther order of the Society, the key shall 
be kept by the Rev. Mr. Belknap, to be by him delivered 
to no other person but one of the members, a list of whom 
shall be given to him. 

6. That any member may take out printed books for his 
own use, not more than three at a time, and keep them not 
more than three months ; that, for the present a slate and 
pencil shall be hung up in the chamber, and the person 
taking books shall enter on the slate his name, the titles 
of the books, and the date ; which the librarian, at his 
next visit to the chamber, shall enter in his book: but 
that no manuscript shall be taken out but in presence 
of the Librarian, who shall take a receipt for it, and a 

* A rough draft of these rules, in Dr. Eliot's hand, is on file. The finished 
paper, as corrected by Dr. Belknap, in his hand, is also on file. — Eds. 



16 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Oct. 

special obligation to return it within the space of three 
months. 

7. If books or manuscripts be requested for public uses, 
or for the peculiar benefit of persons whom the Society are 
disposed to oblige, the application shall be made to the 
Librarian through the medium of some member, who shall 
be responsible in a written obligation for the return of each 
article borrowed, within such time as shall be stipulated by 
the Librarian, not exceeding three months, and shall be 
accountable for all loss and damage. 

8. That every book lost shall be replaced by the person 
who shall have lost the same, if it can be procured ; and, if 
not, another, equally valuable, shall be accepted to supply 
the vacancy. 

9. That all pamphlets shall be bound, except duplicates, 
which shall be kept by themselves, and that triplicates shall 
be exchanged. 

10. That all manuscripts shall be distinctly marked and 
numbered, and kept in cases of paper, which shall also be 
numbered, and the contents of each registered. 

11. That every present received shall be recorded, and 
an account of it rendered to the next meeting of the 
Society. 

12. That a printed ticket shall be pasted on the inside 
of the cover of each book, signifying that it is the property 
of the Society, and also the name of the donor, if it be a 
present. 

The Hon. David Sewall, Esq., of York, and Isaac 
Lothrop, Esq., of Plymouth, having stood in nomina- 
tion the time required by the constitution, and the 
ballots being taken at this meeting, it appeared they 
were unanimously elected. 

Mr. Belknap communicated to the Society a plan 
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and proposals of Messrs. Joseph Belknap and Alex- 
ander Young, printers, for a new periodical publication 
which they propose to carry on (with the assistance 
of the Historical Society), under the title of the 
" American Apollo." 

Voted, That Mr. Eliot, Mr. Freeman, and Mr. Minot be a com- 
mittee to confer with Messrs. Belknap and Young on the subject, and 
form some arrangement, and report at the next meeting. 

Voted, That the same Committee prepare some account of the 
Society, to be inserted in Messrs. Fleets' Register for the next year.* 

Mr. Belknap, having delivered into the library his 
valuable collection of books, pamphlets, newspapers, 
and manuscripts, with a list accompanying, in which 
he proposes to give a part ; and on the other part he 
has set a price, in a list accompanying, with a view 
to make up the sum of thirty-four dollars, as his life- 
subscription,! — 

* At the end of Fleets' Pocket Almanac and Massachusetts Register, for 
1792, is the following account of " The Historical Society " : — 

" A society has lately been established in this State, called the Historical 
Society, the professed design of which is to collect, preserve, and communicate 
materials for a complete history of this country from the beginning of its settle- 
ment. They have already amassed a considerable number of books, pamphlets, 
manuscripts, newspapers, and records, which are deposited in an apartment 
appropriated to that purpose in the Massachusetts Bank. They have encouraged 
the publication of a weekly paper, called 'The American Apollo/ in which 
they propose to communicate the result of their inquiries. The present mem- 
bers are : — 



Isaac Lothrop. 
George R. Minot. 
David Sewall. 
Rev. Peter Thacher. 
William Tudor. 
Thomas Wallcut. 
James Winthrop." 

Eds. 

t The long list of books handed in by Dr. Belknap, now on file, and of 

which a copy is given here, bears no indication as to which part of it he fur- 

2 



H James Sullivan, President. 
Rev. Jeremy Belknap. 
William Baylies. 
Richard Cranch. 
John Davis. 
Rev. John Eliot. 
Rev. James Freeman. 
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Voted, That the Standing Committee appraise those books which 
Mr. Belknap proposes to sell to the Society, and make report at the 
next meeting. 

Dr. Jeremy Belknap's List. 
1 Folio, containing : — 

1. Waldo's Defence of Leverett's Title to Muscongus Lands . . . 1736 

2. Journal of New Hampshire Assembly 1745 

3. Treaty with Ohio Indians 1753 

4. Journal of New Hampshire Assembly 1767 

5. Bernard's Letters and Proceedings of Council, Massachusetts . 1769 

6. Reprobated Form of Government for Massachusetts 1777 

7. Journal of New Hampshire Senate 1785 

8. Sundry Laws of New Hampshire 1785 

1st Quarto, containing : — 

1. Dummer de Jure Judaeorum Sabbati 1703 

2. Colman's Sermon on Holden 1740 

3. Stevens's on Pepperell 1759 

4. Church's Elegy on Mayhew 1766 

5. Bearcroft's Society Sermon 1744 

6. Account Pennsylvania Hospital 1754 

7. Pietas et Gratulatio 1761 

8. Epistle from Timoleon 1768 

9. Lovell's Fifth of March Oration 1771 

10. Warren's Fifth of March Oration 1772 

11. Church's Fifth of March Oration 1773 

12. Hancock's Fifth of March Oration 1774 

13. Thacher's Fifth of March Oration 1776 

14. Morton's Oration on Warren's Re-interment 1776 

15. Hichborn's Oration 1777 

16. Barlow's Prospect of Peace 1778 

17. Tudor's Oration 1779 

18. Progress of Science. Junior Exhibition 1780 

19. Sewall's Funeral Oration on Winthrop 1779 

20. Gardiner's Oration 1785 

2d Quarto, containing : — 

1. Lord Cornbury's Prosecution of Two Presbyterian Ministers at 

New York 1707 

2. Zenger's Trial 1734 

3. The Times. By Dr. Church 1765 

4. Pownal's Speech in favor of America 1769 

5. Wigglesworth's Letter to Whitefield 1745 

6. Philosophical Transactions. Inoculation 1722 

7. Boylston's Account of Inoculation 1726 

nished as his gratuitous contribution, and which part he proposed to deposit as 
an equivalent for his life subscription. The paper is labelled, " Books for Dr. 
Belknap's share, valued at $33." It is a most valuable list. — Eds. 
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8. Gyles's Captivity 1689 

9. Plymouth Patent, &c 1629 

10. Allen's Title to New Hampshire 1728 

11. Shute's Conference with Indians . 1717 

12. Dummer's Conference with Indians 1726 

13. Shirley's Conference with Indians 1742 

14. Hutchinson's and others' Conference with Indians 1749 

15. Pepperell's and others' Conference with Indians 1753 

16. Defence of Remarks of Plymouth Company 1753 

17. Remarks of Plymouth Company 1753 

3d Quarto, containing : — 

1. Prince's Sermon on Reduction of Louisburg 1745 

2. Shirley's Letter and Journal of Siege of Louisburg 1745 

3. Prince's Sermon on Victory at Culloden 1746 

4. Letter on Paper Money 1743 

5. Burr's Fast Sermon. New Jersey 1755 

6. Bishop Newton's Society Sermon 1769 

7. Wheelock's Last Narrative 1775 

8. Charter of Dartmouth College 1769 

9. John Wheelock's Commencement Oration 1774 

10. McClure's Oration at Phillips Academy, with the Act of Incor- 
poration 1783 

1st Octavo, containing : — 

1. America known to the Ancients 1773 

2. Deplorable State of New England 1708 

3. Dean's Shipwreck 1710 

4. Letter on New Tenor Bills 1728 

5. Letter on Ohio Defeat 1755 

6. Life of Thomas Brazen 1760 

7. On Failure of Louisburg Expedition 1757 

8. Narrative of Battle of Lake George 1755 

9. Remarks on Navigation to Quebec 1759 

10. Power of Great Britain and Liberty of Colonies 1768 

11. Address to Inhabitants of America 1775 

12. General Lee's Strictures on Friendly Address 1775 

13. Strictures Examined 1775 

14. Advantage of Connection with Great Britain 1775 

15. Ghost of Montgomery 1776 

16. Wharton's Address to Roman Catholics 1784 

17. Carrol's Answer 1784 

18. Wharton's Reply 1785 

19. Considerations on Virginia Act for Religious Freedom . . . . 1786 
2d Octavo, containing : — 

1. Observations on American Revolution 1779 

2. Green Box of M. Sartine 1779 

3. First Constitution of Massachusetts 1778 

4. Established Constitution of Massachusetts 1780 

5. Paine's Answer to Abbe Raynal 1782 

6. Washington's Resignation and Address 1783 
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7. Considerations on the Order of Cincinnati 1783 

8. Phocion's Letter to Citizens of New York 1784 

9. Dawes's Fourth of July Oration 1787 

10. General Court's Address to Citizens of Massachusetts .... 1786 

11. Hutchins's Description of Louisiana 1784 

12. Description of Federal Territory 1787 

3d Octavo, containing : — 

1. Mayhew's Discourse on Repeal of Stamp Act 1766 

2. Governor Bernard's Select Letters 1764, 1765 

3. Principles of Law and Polity 1764 

4. Petition to the King against Bernard, and Answer 1770 

5. Petitions and Letters of Massachusetts Representatives . . . 1768 

6. J. Adams on the Feudal Law 1765 

7. Narrative of Boston Massacre 1770 

8. Proceedings of General Court about Removal to Cambridge . . 1770 

9. Bishop of St. Asaph's Society Sermon 1773 

10. „ „ Speech on Massachusetts Charter Bill . . 1774 

11. Josiah Quincy's Observations on Port Bill 1774 

4th Octavo, containing : — 

1. Callender's Century Sermon. Rhode Island 1739 

2. Chauncy's Remarks on Bishop of Landaff 1767 

3. Langdon's Sermon on Conquest of Quebec 1760 

4. Adams's (of Roxbury) Sermon on Religious Liberty 1767 

5. „ „ Historical Sermon 1769 

5th Octavo, containing : — 

1. Necessity of Repealing Stamp Act 1766 

2. Conduct of the Rockingham Ministry Examined 1767 

3. Franklin's Examination before House of Commons 1766 

4. General Gage and others. Letters 1768 

5. Bernard's Letters. Second parcel 1768 

6. „ „ Third parcel 1768 

7. Proceedings of Town of Boston 1769 

8. Vindication of Town of Boston 1769 

9. Hutchinson and others. Letters 1773 

10. Plans for Incorporation of Boston 1784 

6th Octavo, containing : — 

1. New England Revolution Justified 1689 

2. Narrative of New England's Miseries 1688 

3. Dummer's Letter on Canada Expedition 1711 

4. Account of French Settlements in America 1746 

5. Importance of Cape Breton 1746 

6. Otis Little on Trade of Northern Colonies 1748 

7. Palairet's English and French Possessions in America .... 1755 

8. View of the Conduct of Pennsylvania 1755 

9. Importance of Canada and Guadaloupe 1761 

10. Journal of Siege of Havannah 1762 

11. Letter on Parliamentary Peace 1762 

7th Octavo, containing : — 

1. Proceedings of North Carolina 1740 
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2. Ethan Allen's Narrative 1774 

3. New Hampshire Constitution. First draught 1781 

4. „ „ Second draught 1782 

8th Octavo, containing : — 

1. Plea for the Poor and Distressed 1754 

2. Observations on the Excise Bill 1754 

3. Voice of the People 1754 

4. The Crisis 1754 

5. Monster of Monsters 1754 

6. Cub New Licked 1754 

7. Daniel Fowled Imprisonment 1755 

8. State of North America 1755 

9. Scheme to Drive the French 

10. Art of Making Salt 1775 

11. Observations on Controversy with Great Britain 1775 

12. Gage's Instructions to Captain Brown 1775 

13. Resolves and Orders of Congress, &c 

14. Livingston's Letter to Bishop Landaff 1768 

15. Rise of the War in America 

16. Sufferings of Town of Boston 1774 

17. Proceedings of First Congress 1774 

18. Letter to Earl Hillsborough 1768 

19. Bradbury's Ass or Serpent 

20. Writings of Laco 1789 

9th Octavo, containing : — 

1. Memoirs of Roger Clap. 

2. Mason's History of the Pequot War. 

3. Mather's Duodecennium Luctuosum. 

4. Penhallow's Wars of New England. 

5. Symmes's Memoir of Captain Lovewell. 

6. Doolittle's Narrative of Indian War. 

7. Norton's Captivity. 

8. Prince's Annals. Vol. II. Nos. 1, 2, 3. 

9. Journals of the Saltzburghers. 

10. Case of Widow Penn and Sir William Keith. 

11. Fitch's Account of Throat Distemper. 

12. Jackson's Account of Throat Distemper. 

N. B. — One or two more of these volumes of pamphlets are at 
present lent, and cannot be particularly described. 
Single Pamphlets : — 

Journals of Massachusetts General Court. For 1736, 1737, 1739, 1740, 1745. 
Journals of New Hampshire General Court. For 1745 and 1762. 
Conference between Commissioners of Massachusetts and New York about 

the Line. 1767. 
A hundred other Pamphlets, historical and political, of which the Society 
may take such as they please. 
Manuscripts : — 

Four folio volumes of Governor Belcher's Letters, public and private. 
From 1731 to 1735, and from 1739 to 1740. 
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Correspondence between Governor Shirley and Governor B. Wentworth. 
From 1742 to 1753. 

Correspondence between Governor Shirley and General Pepperell. 1745 
and 1746. 

Correspondence between General Pepperell and General Warren during the 
campaign of 1745 at Louisburg. 

Correspondence between Pepperell, Warren, and the British Ministry. 
1745, 1746, and 1747. 

Correspondence between Pepperell and many persons of distinction in vari- 
ous parts of America. 1745, 1746, and 1747. 

Correspondence between Governor Wentworth and the British Ministry 
and their Military Officers. From 1750 to 1760. 

Correspondence between the Secretary of New Hampshire and the Provin- 
cial Agent in England. From 1734 to 1760. 

Ten cases of MSS., containing Letters from Governors and other public 
persons on public affairs, with many curious MSS. of various kinds. 
From 1698 to 1761. 

Papers relative to the Controversy agitated in England by Peter Livius 
against Governor John Wentworth. 1773. 

Papers relative to the Change of Government in New Hampshire in 1775. 

Correspondence of the Sons of Liberty. 1766-1770. 

Several MS. Journals in the last and present centuries. 

Collection of papers relative to Nova Scotia. From 1720 to 1747.* 

A collection of Boston Newspapers. From 1707 to 1750 (incomplete). 

A collection of Newspapers of Boston, Salem, Portsmouth, and Philadel- 
phia. From 1756 to 1790 (pretty near complete). 

A parcel of old Almanacs, Proclamations, and other printed papers, in 
single sheets. 

On motion of Mr. Wallcut to purchase Harris's 
Collection of Voyages, it was voted that he be a com- 
mittee for that purpose ; who, being excused, it was 
voted that Mr. Eliot be the committee. 

The Hon. Richard Cranch, Esq., of Braintree, was 
nominated a member by Mr. Belknap, and Mr. John 
Davis, of Plymouth, was nominated a member by Mr. 
Eliot. 

Voted, That this meeting be adjourned to Monday, the 24th day of 
October. 

* Of this large mass of MSS., those relating to the " Siege of Louisburg " 
were published in the first volume of the Collections. Many remain unpub- 
lished. The papers have been chronologically arranged in volumes, and are 
easily accessible to the student. — Eds. 
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FIFTH MEETING. 

At a special meeting of the Historical Society, held 
at the Library room in the Bank, on Monday, the 24th 
day of October, 1791 — present, James Sullivan, Presi- 
dent ; Mr. Belknap, Mr. Freeman, Mr. Minot, Mr. Tudor, 
Mr. Wallcut, and Mr. Winthrop. 

The Standing Committee, who were appointed to 
appraise the books, &c, furnished by- Mr. Belknap for 
the Historical Society, made their report as follows, 
viz. : — 

The Standing Committee have, agreeably to an order of 
the last meeting of the Historical Society, appraised the 
deposit of books, manuscripts, pamphlets, and other papers, 
made by the Rev. Mr. Belknap, at thirty-four dollars and 
one-third of a dollar. By order Peter Thacher. 

Mr. Eliot, Mr. Freeman, and Mr. Miistot, a com- 
mittee appointed to confer with Messrs. Belknap and 
Young, printers, made report : — 

The Committee appointed to confer with Messrs. Belknap 
and Young, printers, respecting a plan for a new periodical 
publication which they propose to carry on (with the assistance 
of the Historical Society), under the title of the " American 
Apollo," report that they have conferred with Mr. Belknap, 
one of the said printers ; that he agrees to appropriate gen- 
erally from four to eight pages of the said paper to such 
publications as the Historical Society shall choose to make ; 
that this part of the paper will be paged separately ; and 
that he consents to present fifty copies of the " Apollo " 
to the Society. Per order James Freeman. 
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Mr. Belknap, Mr. Eliot, and Mr. Freeman" were 
appointed a committee to superintend the publications 
of the Society. 

Mr. Winthrop presented the Society with 

Three bills of Massachusetts currency, printed upon parchment, — one of one 
penny, one of two pence, and one of three pence, printed in the year 1727. 

The Hon. Richard Cranch, Esq.,* of Braintree, in 
the County of Suffolk, and Joins' Davis, Esq., of 
Plymouth, in the County of Plymouth, having stood 
in nomination the time required by the constitution, 
the members proceeded to ballot, and it appeared 
that those gentlemen were unanimously chosen. 



SIXTH MEETING. 

At a special meeting of the Historical Society, held 
at the Library room in the Bank, on Wednesday, the 
21st day of December, 1791 — present, Mr. Belknap, 
Mr. Eliot, Mr. Freeman, Mr. Minot, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. 
Tudor, and Mr. Wallcut. 

The proceedings of the last meeting were read, and 
the following communications were then made : — 

Mr. Belknap reported a prefatory introduction to 
the publications of the Historical Society in the 
" American Apollo," which, being read, was ap- 
proved of and accepted.! 

* Mr. Cranch declined membership. — Eds. 

t This " prefatory introduction " was published at the beginning of the first 
volume of the Collections, immediately following the Constitution of the Society, 
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Voted, That the Committee appointed to superintend the publica- 
tions of the Society be empowered to employ a clerk to copy papers 
for the press. 

Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary procure a blank book, in 
which to copy his letters, and draw upon the Treasurer for the 
expense. 

Voted, That Mr. Eliot and Mr. Tudor be a committee to define the 
duties, powers, and business of the Standing Committee, and make 
report at the next meeting. 

The President communicated to the Society that 
Joseph Barrell, Esq., for himself, Messrs. Samuel 
Brown, Charles Bulfinch, John Derby, Crowell Hatch, 
and John Marsden Pintard, owners of the ship 
" Columbia " and the ship " Washington," which were 
the first vessels from the United States to Nootka 
Sound and the Sandwich Islands, had presented to 
the Society a hat, cloak, and mantle of the natives, 
several pieces of cloth manufactured there from the 
bark of trees, and other artificial and natural curi- 
osities of that part of America brought in those 
vessels, and also one of the medals * which were sent 



and was entitled, " Introductory Address from the Historical Society. To the 
Public." 

There had also been issued, under the authority of the Society, though the 
records do not specially mention it, a " circular letter," dated Nov. 1, 1791, and 
signed, " in the name, and by the order, of the Society, Jeremy Belknap, Cor- 
responding Secretary." This paper announced the formation and purposes of 
the Society, and enclosed a proposal or prospectus of the " American Apollo," 
in which the Society intended to commence its publications. A copy of thi* 
circular with the prospectus is given in the " Introduction " to this volume. It 
was reprinted for substance in the beginning of the second volume of the Col- 
lections. A second circular, of the same general import, also prepared by Dr 
Belknap, was printed, with other documents, in the fourth volume. 

A full and minute account of the "American Apollo," and of the early 
issues of the Society's publications, will also be found in the Introduction to 
this volume. — Eds. 

* A printed copy of this medal may be seen in Robert Greenhow's " History 
of Oregon and California," second edition. Boston, 1845, p. 180. — Eds. 
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by those gentlemen on that voyage. Whereupon it 
was 

Voted, That these curiosities be received into the cabinet, and that 
the President be requested to present the thanks of the Society to 
Mr. Barrell and his associates for the very acceptable and valuable 
present. 

Also to the following gentlemen for donations : — 

From the Hon. Thomas Russell, Esq., Chalmers's Annals. 

From Messrs. T. & J. Fleet, a large quantity of newspapers (the folio sheets) 
and three folio pamphlets ; viz., 1768, Appendix, containing a petition to the 
King, letters to the Ministry, agents, the several Assemblies, &c. ; 1769, let- 
ters to Lord Hillsboro' from Governors Bernard and Gage, and the Council ; 
1770, proceedings of the Council on Secretary Oliver's deposition; and 
5 March, &c. 

From Mr. Edward Davis, a number of newspapers, and a manuscript letter of 

Weare, Esq., late Comptroller of the customs for the King in the port of 

Boston. 

From Mr. Elisha Sigourney, a chart of Nantucket Shoals. 

From Hon. Thomas Dawes, Jr., Esq., a manuscript account of Dr. Church's 
trial, said to be written by himself. 

From the Hon. David Sewall, Esq., a manuscript pamphlet containing ex- 
tracts, &c, from the records of the county of York, or late Province of 
Maine. 

From Thomas Edwards, Esq., a printed letter of Jer. Dummer, Esq., agent at 
the court of Great Britain from the Province of Massachusetts Bay. 

From Mr. Belknap, an ancient manuscript treatise on medicine, written before 
the art of printing was invented; also, Laws, &c, of New Hampshire, in 
two volumes ; also, a folio, called, Briefs respecting the Controversy between 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire, relative to their boundary line ; and a 
quarto pamphlet, entitled, Reasons for establishing the Colony of Georgia. 

From Mr. Freeman, eight pamphlets : viz., The Speeches of Governor Hutchin- 
son to the General Assembly, and their Answers ; Mr. Mayhew's Thanks- 
giving Sermon, May 23, 1766, on the Repeal of the Stamp Act; Cassius's 
Considerations on the Order of Cincinnati ; Observations on the Order of 
Cincinnati ; John Adams's Memorial to the States-General on Independence ; 
. Ordinances made and passed by the Governor and Legislative Council of the 
• Province of Quebec ; Answer to an Introduction to Observations on the Judges 
of the Common Pleas in Quebec ; Remarks on the Laws, &c. ; Observations 
on the Report of a Change in the Tenures, &c. 

From Mr. Samuel Clap, several volumes and pamphlets. 

From Mr. Eben. Larkin, Jr., a number of sermons and political pamphlets. 

From Mr. Thomas Adams, several political pamphlets. 

The last three lots were communicated by Mr Wallcut. 
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From Hon. Mons De la Tombe, Consul from the French nation, fifteen volumes, 
containing State Papers and other Documents relative to the American Rev- 
olution and War. Communicated by the President. 

From Benjamin Bassett, Esq., a manuscript containing an account of some 
Indian Traditions on the island of Capawock or Martha's Vineyard, with a 
copy and translation of the Epitaph on the Gravestone of Silas Paul, an 
Indian preacher there. Communicated by Mr. Winthrop.* 

Voted, That Mr. Bassett be desired to continue his researches and 
communications. 



SEVENTH MEETING. 

At a meeting of the Historical Society, held by ad- 
journment at the house of the President in the evening 
of the 23d of December, 1791 — present, Mr. Belknap, 
Mr. Eliot, Mr. Freeman, Mr. Minot, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. 
Thacher, Mr. Tudor, and Mr. Wallcut. 

The proceedings of the last meeting were read, and 
the following communications were then made : — 

Mr. Eliot and Mr. Tudor, a Committee appointed 
to define the duties, powers, and business of the stand- 
ing Committee report : — 

Standing Committee's Duties and Powers.^ 

1. That they shall regulate all the common expenses of 
the Society, and make the necessary provision of such small 
articles as may from time to time be wanted, and shall have 
power to draw on the Treasurer to defray the same. 

* Of the MSS. mentioned in this list, Comptroller Weare's letter, the Account 
of Dr. Church's Trial, and the Account of Indian Traditions on Martha's Vine- 
yard, were published in the first volume of Collections. Sewall's records of the 
county of York were "extracts." The entire records should be printed. — Eds. 

t A draft of this paper exists in the handwriting of Mr. Minot. — Eds. 
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2. That they shall aid the Librarian when he shall require 
it, in the arrangement of the books, pamphlets, maps, and 
manuscripts, as well as in the disposition of curiosities and 
articles belonging to the cabinet, and especially attend to 
the preservation and binding of the books and pamphlets. 

3. That they shall frequently inspect the Records, and 
inquire whether all the orders of the Society are carried into 
effect with precision and promptitude. 

4. That they shall inquire after and endeavor to obtain, on 
the best terms for the benefit of the Society, manuscripts, 
books, and articles of curiosity. 

5. That they shall meet in the week previous to the stated 
quarterly meeting of the Society, and arrange and prepare 
such business as may be a subject for the Society's attention. 

Which report was accepted. 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary notify the Standing Com- 
mittee of the stated meetings. 

Voted, That the President be desired to write to the Secretary of 
State, requesting him to furnish this Society with the Journals of 
Congress from the year 1775. 

Voted, That the President and Corresponding Secretary be a Com- 
mittee to take such measures as they may think proper to obtain the 
Laws, Resolves, and Journals of the Legislatures of the several 
States. 

Voted, That the Corresponding Secretary open a correspondence 
with the St. Tammany Society of New York.* 

Voted, That the consideration of Mr. Belknap's proposal for the 
celebration of the Centenary Anniversary of the Discovery of America 
by Christopher Columbus, on the 12th of October, 1492, be postponed 



* Dr. Belknap accordingly addressed a letter to " John Pintard, Esq., Secre- 
tary of the Tammany Society in New York," saying that he had been directed 
by the Historical Society to open a correspondence with the Tammany Society, 
to solicit a friendly intercourse, exchanges, &c. ; sending, at the same time, four 
numbers of the " Apollo." Mr. Pintard replied with expressions of sympathy 
and offers of aid, to the extent of his ability, in promoting the objects of the 
Society. — Eds. 



1792.] EIGHTH MEETING. 29 

to the next meeting, and that the Recording Secretary notify the 
absent members thereof accordingly in his next notifications. 

Voted, that the publication of the Constitution be left at the discre- 
tion of the Committee appointed to superintend the publications of the 
Society in the "American Apollo." 

Voted, that the Corresponding Secretary receive into his custody 
those copies of the " Apollo " which are the property of the Society. 

The President presented the Society with 

Letters, in three volumes, of Hector St. John de Crevecceur, Esq., Consul from 
the French nation in the States of Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey. 

The following gentlemen were then nominated as 
members resident within the Commonwealth : Rev. 
Mannasseh Cutler, LL.D., of Ipswich, by Mr. Belknap ; 
Hon. William Heath, Esq., of Roxbury, by Mr. Minot. 

The following nominations were then made of Cor- 
responding Members: Ebenezer Hazard, Esq., of 
Philadelphia, by Mr. Belknap; Hon. John Jay, Esq., 
of New York, by Mr. Thacher; Hon. David Ramsay, 
of Charleston, S.C., by Mr. Eliot; Rev. Alexander 
Spark, of Quebec, by Mr. Freeman; Hon. Charles 
Thomson, of Philadelphia, by Mr. Minot.* 



EIGHTH MEETING. 

Cambridge, 31st January, 1792. 

This day being " the last Tuesday in January " ap- 
pointed for a stated quarterly meeting, by invitation 
from James Winthrop, Esq., the following members 
met at his house : Mr. Eliot, Mr. Thacher, Mr. Win- 
throp, and Mr. Wallcut; but, a quorum not appearing, 
no business was done. 

* Not one stated meeting appears to have been held during the year 179L 
They were all special meetings or adjourned meetings. — Eds. 



